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ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL, 1892. 

The Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, the 14th 
instant, at twelve o'clock, M., the President, Dr. George 
E. Ellis, in the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the last stated meeting 
and the list of donors to the Library during the last month, 
the Peesident announced the death of Edward A. Freeman, 
D.O.L., an Honorary Member, who was elected in September, 
1873, and died in Alicante, Spain, of small-pox, March 16, 
1892. 

The President then read the following letter from the senior 
Vice-President, Mr. Francis Parkman, who was unavoidably 
absent from the meeting : — 

50 Chestnut Street, 11 April, 1892. 
Mb. President : 

My dear Sir, — I send herewith a number of manuscripts, notes, 
and calendars of documents, as an addition to the " Parkman Papers " 
already belonging to the Society. The following is the list : — 

Canada, Correspondance Officielle, 1621-1679 ... 1 vol. folio. 

Papers on the Canadian Jesuits 1 vol. quarto. 

Jesuit Letters, 1683 to 1708 1 vol. thin 4to. 

Documents and notes on the Jesuits, Frontenac, etc. 1 portfolio 4to. 

Calendar of documents from the French Archives, 

relating to the time of Frontenac, 1672-1698 . . 1 packet. 

Notes from original documents used in preparation of 

" The Old Regime in Canada " 2 vols. 4to. 

Marquis de la Roche, 1598. Rapport du Capitaine 
Fleury, 1613. Lettre de la Sosur Cecile de Ste. 
Croix, 1639 1 small 4to. 

Calendar of French and English MSS. used in pre- 
paration of " A Half-Century of Conflict " ... 1 packet. 

Calendar of French and English MSS. on the " Seven 
Years' War," 1748-1763 (used for "Montcalm and 
Wolfe") 1 portfolio. 

Notes and Extracts on Acadians, Abenakis, Father 

Sebastian Rale, etc 1 portfolio. 
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Relation sur le Canada 1695, 1696, and various papers 

on French Canada 1 packet. 

Papers relating to Louisbourg, 1745, and extracts 

from Journal de Franquet, 1752 1 portfolio. 

Papers relating to La Verendrye, from originals in 
Dep6t des Cartes de la Marine. Various autograph 
papers on Acadia, etc 1 packet. 

Very truly yours, 

F. Parkman. 

[Indorsed : " List of Papers given to Mass. Hist. Soc, 11 April, 1892, by F. P."] 

The President said he had received a letter from Major 
James Walter, reaffirming the genuineness of the so-called 
Sharpless- Washington portraits ; 1 and on his suggestion the 
letter was referred to Mr. A. C. Goodell, Jr., for examination. 

Mr. Henry W. Haynes, from the second section, on being 
called on, read the following paper : — 

A few Words more about Leif Ericson and the Norse Sagas. 

A committee of this Society was appointed in November, 
1887, to consider the question of the alleged discovery of 
America by the Northmen ; and at the following meeting their 
report was presented. In it they stated their conclusion to be 
that "there is the same sort of reason for believing in the 
existence of Leif Ericson that there is for believing in the ex- 
istence of Agamemnon, — they are both traditions accepted 
by later writers ; but there is no more reason for regarding as 
true the details related about his discoveries than there is for 
accepting as historic truth the narratives contained in the 
Homeric poems." 2 The grounds for this conclusion were said 
to be that " such details, if true, now rest upon no stronger 
foundation than a tradition of four hundred years." The 
report also suggested as an alternative that '■'■all of these 
details are a romantic fiction, as some of them plainly are." 
Since this report was presented, the researches of the late 
Arthur Middleton Reeves (whose tragical death all students 
of history deplore) have tended to reduce the period of tradi- 
tion to three hundred years. 3 Your committee, however, do 
not think that their argument as to the truth of the multi- 

1 See 2 Proceedings, vol. iii. pp. 179-187. 

2 Ibid. vol. iv. p. 43. 

8 The Finding of Wineland the Good, p. 23. 
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plicity of details contained in the Sagas has been invalidated 
by this. 

It seems that the believers in the historical character of the 
Sagas have taken great exception to the comparison instituted 
between the probable existence of Leif Ericson and of Aga- 
memnon, for which, as the writer of the report, I suppose I 
must be held accountable. On a previous occasion I have 
referred to certain criticisms of this report, and of the motives 
that were alleged to have inspired it, made by Rev. Dr. B. F. 
De Costa; 1 and I now wish to call the attention of the Society 
to some comments upon it, of a character by no means compli- 
mentary, to be found in the recently published historical 
work of Mr. John Fiske. These I will quote at considerable 
length : — 

" It would be difficult to find a comparison more inappropriate than 
that between Agamemnon and Leif, between the Iliad and the Saga of 
Eric the Red. ... It is in a high degree probable . . . that in times 
long before the first Olympiad an actual ' king of men ' at Mycenas con- 
ducted an expedition against the great city by the Simois, that the Aga- 
memnon of the poet stands in some such relation towards this chieftain 
as that in which the Charlemagne of mediaeval romance stands towards 
the mighty Emperor of the West. Nevertheless the story, as we have 
it, is simply folk-lore. If the Iliad and the Odyssey contain faint remi- 
niscences of actual events, these events are so inextricably wrapped up 
with mythical phraseology that by no cunning of the scholar can they 
be construed into history. The motives and capabilities of the actors, 
and the conditions under which they accomplish their destinies, are such 
as exist only in fairy tales. ... It would be hard to find anything more 
unlike such writings than the class of Icelandic Sagas to which that of 
Eric the Red belongs. Here we have quiet and sober narrative, not in 
the least like a fairy tale, but often much like a ship's log. In act and 
motive, in its conditions and laws, its world is the every-day world in 
which we live. ... I suspect that misleading associations with the word 
'Saga 'may have exerted an unconscious influence in producing this 
particular kind of blunder, — for it is nothing less than a blunder. Re- 
semblance is tacitly assumed between the Iliad and an Icelandic Saga. 
Well, between the Iliad and some Icelandic Sagas there is a real and 
strong resemblance. In truth, these Sagas are divisible into two well- 
marked and sharply contrasted classes. In the one class belong the 
Eddie Lays and mythical Sagas. ... In the other class come the his- 
torical Sagas." 2 

1 2 Proceedings, vol. v. p. 332. 

2 The Discovery of America, vol. i. pp. 194-197. 
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In a foot-note Mr. Fiske cites Vigfusson as his principal 
authority for this characterization of Icelandic literature ; 
but Vigfusson's exact language is : " What we hold is that 
the Sagas are to be looked upon as epics, founded on fact, 
not as exact histories." * The Saga of Eric the Red is 
regarded by Mr. Fiske as belonging to the class of histori- 
cal Sagas, and it is to be found in two versions, — an earlier 
(Western) one, the Jfauksbok, which gives an account of 
events that happened three centuries before it was written ; 
and a later (Northern) version, the Flateyarlok, containing con- 
siderable additional material concerning the Vinland voyages. 
This, however, can scarcely be thought to add to its historic 
value. Mr. Fiske thinks that the Hauksbok " may be a faith- 
ful transcript of some earlier document since lost." He does 
not believe that " it will ever occur to any rational being to 
suggest that Hauk may have written down his version of Eric 
the Red's Saga from an oral tradition nearly three centuries 
old. . . . One cannot reasonably doubt ... it was copied 
by him . . . from some older vellum not now forthcoming." 
Finally, in his summing up of his argument Mr. Fiske says : 

" It is probable that the facts mentioned in Hauk's document rested 
upon some kind of a written basis as early as the eleventh century. The 
data are more scanty than we could wish, but they all point in the same 
direction. . . . For these reasons it seems to me that the Saga of Eric 
the Red should be accepted as history." 

Such is the line of argument, drawn mainly from a supposed 
transmission through imagined copies, that is relied upon by 
Mr. Fiske to establish the historical character of this " quiet 
and sober narrative, not in the least like a fairy tale," notwith- 
standing all its strange stories about the " uniped " ; and the 
" big ball swing from a pole over the heads of the white men, 
falling to the ground with a horrid noise " ; " the ships of the 
Skraellings, with their crews and oars " ; the grapes found by 
Leif's foster-father, Tyrker, upon whose juice he became "quite 
merry " ; the fields of " self-sown wheat," and similar vera- 
cious narratives. Because your Committee were unable to see 
in a Saga abounding in episodes like this more than a poetic 
narrative based upon certain actual occurrences handed down 

1 "Leif Erikson," by Mrs. Ole Bull. (Magazine of American History, March, 
1888.) 
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by tradition, they are accused of having committed " a blunder." 
Now, Webster defines a blunder as meaning " a gross error or 
mistake, resulting from carelessness, stupidity, or culpable 
ignorance." Under which head' Mr. Fiske would class our 
difference of opinion he has not made quite clear. In his 
attempt to elucidate the historical character of this Saga he is 
constrained to give up the " uniped " in despair, as " a fabulous 
creature "; but the " self-sown wheat" causes him no trouble 
whatsoever, — indeed, for him it is " an important ear-mark of 
truth in the narrative " ; it means maize, " a cereal requiring 
so little cultivation that without much latitude of speech it 
might be described as growing wild." Governor Bradford, 
however, who had had some practical experience on this point, 
thought differently. In his account of the earliest doings at 
Plymouth he tells us : — 

" As many as were able began to plant ther come, in which servise 
Squanto stood them in great stead, showing them both y e maner how 
to set it, and after how to dress and tend it. Also he tould them 
excepte they gott fish and set with it (in these old grounds) it would 
come to nothing." 1 

In turning over Mr. Fiske's pages, however, I have chanced 
upon certain statements that would seem to me to come quite 
up to the accepted definition of a blunder. For example, he 
states that Helbig 2 says that " stone-pointed spears were used 
by the English at the battle of Hastings." 3 But if he had 
taken the trouble to read what Helbig actually does say, he 
would have found only a literal translation of William of 
Poictiers's statement that the Anglo-Saxons had " club-like 
weapons, consisting of stones made fast to wooden stocks." 
Again, he tells us that " the Romans in the regal period were 
ignorant of iron." 4 This is stated upon the authority of Lan- 
ciani ; 5 but a long while ago I showed this conclusion of 
Lanciani to be entirely wrong, and that he " might as reason- 
ably have argued that Rome was founded in the Age of Stone 
as in the Age of Bronze." 6 So, also, Mr. Fiske asserts that 

i Bradford's History of Plymouth, p. 100. 

2 Die Italiker in der Poebene, p. 42. 

8 Discovery of America, vol. i. p. 186. 

1 Ibid. p. 31. 

6 Ancient Rome in the Light of Recent Discoveries, pp. 39-48. 

« The Nation, Jan. 24, 1889. 
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" the earliest distinct reference to Columbus in the English 
language is to be found iu a prose translation of Sebastian 
Brandt's ' Shyppe of Fooles,' by Henry Watson, published in 
London, by Wynkyn de Woode, in 1509." 1 The authority 
cited for this statement is Harrisse. 2 But Mr. Fiske failed to 
notice that Harrisse makes a reservation expressly in regard to 
Alexander Barclay's poetical version of the same poem, as he 
had been unable to find it. Warton, 3 however, informs us that 
Barclay's translation was made in 1508, and that it was pub- 
lished in 1509 by Pynson. Consequently the world seems to 
have agreed to regard this as the earliest notice of Columbus 
in our tongue. 

But enough of picking flaws in so learned, painstaking, and 
entertaining a work as Mr. Fiske has produced. Indeed, I 
think he has made it quite evident that he has no very differ- 
ent opinion in regard to the personal identity of Agamemnon 
from that of your Committee. True, in speaking of Abraham 
and Agamemnon, he says in a foot-note : " I here use these 
world-famous names without any implication as to their his- 
torical character or their precise date." 4 But, earlier in his 
work, he has drawn a contrast between Agamemnon and Ed- 
ward III. ; 6 and in a subsequent passage he says that " the 
Inca was in all probability much more a king than Agamem- 
non, — more like Rameses the Great" ; 6 thus sandwiching him 
between two personages certainly historical in a most realistic 
fashion. 

When your Committee made their much-criticised compari- 
son between the actuality of Leif and of Agamemnon, they only 
voiced the sentiment so admirably expressed by one of the 
greatest living classical scholars of England, in considering 
the confirmation of Agamemnon's existence supposed to be 
afforded by Schliemann's discoveries at Mycenae. He says : 

" This wide sway of the Pelopidas, on which Homer so emphatically 
dwells, though it rested only on tradition, and was not supported by what 
we should call historical evidence, was to the Greek mind a real fact, 

1 Discovery of America, vol. i. p. 452. 

2 Bibliotheca Americana Vetustissima, Additions, p. 45. 
8 History of English Poetry, § xxix. 

* Discovery of America, vol. i. p. 124. 

« Ibid. p. 113. 

6 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 337. 

45 
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which the most sceptical of their historians would hardly have ventured 
to dispute. In their eyes Agamemnon was not, as one school of mod- 
ern critics regard him, a mere shadow projected on the blank back- 
ground of an unknown past, and of which we shall never grasp the 
substance. This magni nominis umbra to the ancients suggested a 
real personality, — a king whose disastrous fate, coming so soon after 
his triumphant return from Troy, served in after ages as the favorite 
theme of epic and tragic poetry ; his memory, embalmed in the immor- 
tal verse of .ZEschylus and his brother dramatists, still lives on ; and it 
is not without violence to deep-rooted associations that an old-fashioned 
scholar can train himself to think of Agamemnon as merely a name rep- 
resenting a dynasty, still less as one of the dramatis persona in a solar 
myth." 1 

Your Committee feel that they have been fortunate in " blun- 
dering " in good company, at least, in claiming, in their " old- 
fashioned" way, Agamemnon as an historical personage worthy 
of being named in the same breath with even Leif, the son of 
Eric, of whom Mr. Fiske himself declares that " it is an abuse 
of language to say that he discovered America." 2 

The controversy over the historical character of the Sagas 
will be settled in accordance with the character of the minds 
of the disputants, — whether they are willing to decide only 
upon the weight of the evidence, or are swayed by credulity 
based upon conjecture. So far the verdict of the majority of 
the students of history has not been in accord with Mr. Fiske's 
views. 

No other member rising, Mr. Roger Wolcott, from the 
third section, communicated some letters belonging to the 
early period of the Revolutionary War, and said : — 

Since the last meeting of the Society we have passed an 
anniversary the significance of which to earlier generations of 
Bostonians is probably obscured to very many of our citizens 
to-day by the coincidence of another and more ostentatious 
commemoration. It is the latter that calls our governors and 
mayors to the steps of State House and City Hall to review 
the passing pageant of marching men and burdened barouches, 
while the flags flying from our public buildings are the silent 
reminders of the former. 

i C. T. Newton, Essays on Art and Archaeology, p. 248, from the Edinburgh 
Review, 1878. 

2 Discovery of America, vol. i. p. 255. 
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I ask a brief moment of your time to read a few extracts 
from letters written by two actors in the events which culmi- 
nated in the evacuation of Boston by the British troops. The 
writers were brothers, and were sons of Jabez Huntington, of 
Norwich, Connecticut, a graduate of Yale, and at the opening 
of the war a man of large fortune acquired in the West India 
trade. This fortune, and his five sons as well, he freely de- 
voted to the patriot cause ; and all of his sons acquired mili- 
tary distinction, three of them dying with the rank of major- 
general of the regular army or State militia. The father 
was himself appointed in 1776 by the Assembly of Connec- 
ticut one of two major-generals ; and on the death of David 
Wooster from a wound received at the skirmish at Danbury 
with Tryou's retreating troops, the vacancy was left unfilled, 
and General Huntington placed in sole command of the entire 
Connecticut militia. 

The oldest son, Jedidiah, graduated with distinguished 
honor at Harvard in the class of 1763. His name stands sec- 
ond on the college catalogue in a class of thirty-nine, which 
contained, among others who afterward became famous, the 
younger Josiah Quincy and Timothy Pickering. The Mas- 
ter's degree was conferred upon him by Yale College in 1770. 
He became an ardent Son of Liberty, and just a week after 
the battle of Lexington joined the army at Cambridge, as cap- 
tain commanding a regiment, and was afterward detailed as 
part of the force to occupy Dorchester Heights. After the 
Evacuation he marched with the army to New York, enter- 
taining the commander-in-chief on the way at his house in 
Norwich. At General Washington's request he was made 
brigadier-general in May, 1777, and at the close of the war 
received the brevet rank of major-general. He was constantly 
engaged during the war iu New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, and shared the hardships of Valley Forge. In July, 
1778, he was a member of the court-martial that tried General 
Lee, and in September, 1780, sat upon the court of inquiry 
to which was referred the case of Major Andre". In 1783 he 
was appointed one of a committee of four officers to report a 
plan of organization for the Society of the Cincinnati. The 
above is but an outline of his distinguished public service, and 
omits many important particulars. His portrait by Trumbull 
shows a most gallant and martial figure, and a face instinct 
with energy and resolution. 
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A younger brother, Colonel Joshua, not yet twenty-four 
when the exciting news from Lexington reached Norwich, 
hastened to the scene of action with a hundred men under his 
command, as lieutenant, and was at once joined to Putnam's 
brigade. That the young lieutenant was not deficient in the 
power of controlling his men is made evident by the testimony 
of his brother, who writes from Providence, June 13, 1775 : 

" I do not know what credit brother Joshua is in camp, but I find at 
this place and all along the road he has got himself much honor from 
the good order and regularity of his company. He is much spoken of 
for his good behavior." 

He too followed the army to New York, and at a later period 
was employed in securing shipping for the patriot cause. 

It may be interesting to note that a third brother, Ebenezer, 
was a senior at Yale, when he too was fired by the same im- 
petuous patriotism which had drawn his brothers to Cam- 
bridge. He applied to the Faculty for a dismissal, and on 
being refused at once left New Haven, and joined a company 
of volunteers on its march to Boston. But a college diploma 
still possessed value in his eyes even amid the clash of arms. 
From Roxbury Camp, under date of Sept. 25, 1775, he writes 
to his father : — 

" I should be glad if you would get me a certificate from President 
Daggett that I am in regular standing in college, and likewise a recom- 
mendation, as I imagine I can have a degree without going to Commence- 
ment for it ; as Dr. Langdon has given me encouragement that he will 
give me one if the New Haven President refuses it — if I am denied it 
only because of my tarry from college this summer, and my leaving it 
without liberty, in the alarm last April." 

The advantage of having two strings to one's bow was well 
illustrated in the case of this young soldier ; for he not only 
received from Yale College the degree of A.B. with his class, 
but was presented with the same degree honoris eausd by 
Harvard College in accordance with the promise of its patri- 
otic president. 

The extracts which I shall give begin with one from a letter 
of Joshua, dated " Prospect Hill in Cambridge," June 22, 
1775. The first pitched battle of the war had been fought 
five days before. He writes : — 
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" Should have wrote you last week from Dedham but came from 
there in the alarm on Saturday last. As to the Battle I am not able to 
give you the Particulars att Present The Provincials have Lost ab' 70 
or 80 men as Near as I Can find out by the Difrent Officers & ab' 120 
Wounded, butt very few Wounded Mortally, the Report from Boston 
is that the Regulars have Lost & Wounded one thousand Men among 
Whom tis said are a considerable number of Officers some say General 
How and Maj r Pit Cam is killed ; I am now encamped on Prospect 
Hill ab' one mile from Charlestown ferry, we have entrenched so strong 
that tis thought we shall be able to keep our ground, we have been fired 
att a number of times from the Ships and Floating Battery, butt they 
were not able to reach us, several men have been killed since Monday 
last by guns going off accidentally, although the officers take all possible 
care to prevent it. We have 2 men in our Company Wounded in the 
battle but not Mortally, ... we lost none." 

Sept. 18, 1775, he is able to report : — 

" As to nuse we have nothing Remarkable att Camp, itt is a General 
time of Health with the army, though there are Numbers Sick, very 
few Die, itt is said to be very Sickly in Boston, with the Inhabitants, 
as well as with the Soldiers, & that the Inhabitants Die very fast." 

A few days later he writes : — 

" I take this opportunity to acquaint you of the circumstances of our 
Regiment ; according to the Arrangement of the Army the Maj r & 
Brigadier Generals are not to hold their respective regiments, & the 
Field Officers are not to hold their Companyes, and tis thought by 
the officers of our Regiment that it is necessary to have the vacancies 
filled up, the Field officers have wrote the Governour on the matter, 
should be glad you would advise the Governour to fill up the Vacancies 
in the Field Officers Companies, if you think it best, Suppose it will be 
entirely agreeable to the officers of the Regiment to have me take the 
Command of Maj' Durkee's Company as Captain ; however am willing 
to have the Governour Do as he thinks Best, in regard to Filling up 
Vacancies. Butt shall rest entirely sattisfied with your doing as you 
think will be of the most advantage for the good of the Army, in giving 
your advice in the matter." 

In November he reports, " The Reduction of St. Johns we 
have had, with the Terms of Capitulation." He then adds: 

" I can't say when I shall be at home, as the Connecticut troops are 
desired to stay the month of December, I am affraid that our soldiers 
will not stay, any longer than they first engaged for, so shall stay as 
long as our company will tarry and then return. . . . We expect to 
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entrench on Cobble Hill this Night, which I expect will Disturb our 
Enemies." 

We now take up the letters of Jedidiah. Under date of 
" Camp at Roxbury, 5 January, 1776," he writes : — 

" Colonel Trumbull is recruiting — as to his sending money cannot 
say — this much I know that the Demands here for Cash exceed the Sup- 
plies, the last Sum that came which was about a Fortnight ago was 500,000 
Doll : & that was not half enough — The Troops (Connecticut excepted) 
have reed Pay only to the 1st Nov' — and several Departments are com- 
plaining for the want of Money — The Prize which the Post told of 
proved to be a ship from the southward with Flour bound to Newberry 
Port. — I saw a Boston Paper of Yesterday — containing Addresses 
from many manufact'g Towns in England to His Majesty applauding 
his Measures & exclaiming against us — that . . . Sayre Esq' l was 
committed to the Tower for high Treason. . . . 

" Fascines are now cutting in preparation for possessing an important 
Post to annoy the Enemy — 

" long orders are daily issuing from Head Quarters to put the new 
Army under the best Regulation — I hope & doubt not that better 
Order & Discipline will be seen in the new Army than was in the old." 

A week later he writes : — 

Camp at Koxbokt 12 Jan? 1776 
Hon d Sir, — I wrote you by Post since which have not been favoured 
with any of yours — I write Benj not to send me a Horse till he hears 
further from me — The General is determined to have the Army to- 
gether the first of February — for which he has caused Advertisements 
to be published in all the Papers notifying all Officers & Soldiers to join 
their respective Corps at that time — 

I now begin to think I shall not visit My Friends at Norwich before 
the latter End of February — Some Preparations are making for taking 
Ground on Dorchester Point, but not so forward as I could wish — I 
would not be uneasy at Delay, as our Inactivity may in the Hands of 
divine Providence be made as effectual for our Deliverance as the most 
vigorous Action, but it is not probable that we shall ever have a more 

1 This was Stephen Sayre, a graduate of the College of New Jersey, who re- 
ceived from Harvard College the honorary degree of A.M. in 1766. He was Sheriff 
of London in 1774, and a prominent banker and merchant. " His zeal for the in- 
dependence of his native country was unmeasured; and an officer of the Royal 
Guards, named Richardson, also an American, seized upon a gay and unguarded 
expression of Mr. Sayre to bring a charge of high treason for imagining the death 
of the king, and he was committed to the Tower. The charge soon ended in 
Mr. Sayre's release." He was afterward employed in many important diplomatic 
missions, and died in 1818. 



1892.] REMARKS BY MR. WOLCOTT. 359 

favourable Time than the present to put our Enemies to the Rout — and 
should we be so Successful as to divest them of their Strong Holds in 
Boston it is not very likely they will get a Footing that we cannot easily 
supplant at any other Place — The Militia who were called in to 
strengthen our Army and were inlisted to stay 'till the middle of this 
Month are now desired to continue to the End of it, but I do not expect 
many of them will stay — when they are gone, this Camp will be re- 
duced to less than 2,000 men fit for Duty unless the Recruits come in — 
I send you the Brigade Majors Return of General Spencer's Brigade by 
which you will see the Strength of it, and by that, the Strength of the 
whole Army as the other five Brigades are nearly the same 
I remain your a'ffectionate & dutii'ull Son 

Jed. Huntington 

The Return mentioned above must be omitted till my Next as it is 
not completed at the closing of this Letter — 

After an interval of five weeks he sends the following 
letter : — 

Roxburt Camp 19th Feb* 1776 

Hon d Sie, — I have your Favours of 11th & 14th instants have 
Opportunity to say few words only by this Bearer — We are making 
Preparations as fast as possible in Order to bombard the Town &c. — 
Two load of Powder arrived last Evening from Providence — the last* 
of Col Woolcot's Companies came in yesterday — Col : Durkee is very 
sick — there are several Vacancies of Field Officers in the Army If 
the Governor can cleverly mention Major Chester to the General as an 
Officer of Family, Fortune, military Spirit &c (all which may be said 
with Truth) perhaps he will be appointed to some Place or other which 
I am sure he will fill much more to the Honour of the Colony & Service 
than some have done — I have nothing material to add only that I send 
Love & Duty to all — pray Mother may be enjoying usual Health — 
I am Your dutifull & affect 8 son 

Jed. Huntington 

The principal event for which all these preparations were 
made was soon to be realized. On March 14th he writes : — 

" The King's Troops are not gone from Boston but we understand 
they are preparing to do it as fast as possible — a Letter out of Boston, 
supposed to be from M r Austin one of the Selectmen says the Enemy 
have stripped him of every thing worth carrying away & that others are 
sharing the same Fate, most of the Ships are laying at Nantasket Road 
and seem to be deeply laden — five of our Regiments together with the 
Riflemen are ordered to march — Starks of New Hampshire ; Bond's & 
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Greaton's & Patterson's of Massachusetts ; & Webbs of Connecticut 
are the five under Orders — the Riflemen are to go to Day — the 
others to morrow — when & what Part of the Remainder of the Army 
will leave this Station is not yet known — it will depend upon the fur- 
ther movements of the Enemy — I hope to see Home on this Occasion 
as our Motions will be that wa,-. 

On the 17th the British flag left Boston, — never, let us 
hope, to return except in friendship. 

Roxbury Camp 17 th March 1776 
Hon" Sir, — This morning we had the Agreeable Sight of a number 
of ships leaving the Town of Boston with a large number of Boats full 
of Soldiers, about ten of Clock several Lads came to our out Centries 
and informed us that the Troops had iutirely left the Town and that 
the Selectmen were coming out to see us, soon after we had the Pleasure 
of seeing Mess" Austin, Scolly, Marshall &c — they had an Interview 
with the General & gave him the best Intellegence they could concern- 
ing the state of the Town & the Intentions of the Enemy — the Enemy 
are now all laying between the Castle & Light House in full View from 
the Town and make a very formidable Appearance, we shall keep a 
sharp look out till they are out of Sight at least — the Talk of the 
Town is that the Troops are gone to Hallifax — the Country ought to 
be well on their Guard in every Place where it is likely they will make 
a Descent — I expect most if not all the established Regiments will be 
ordered from this Station as soon as the Enemy are gone from the Bay 
— where my Destination will be I know not I hope it will give me an 
Opportunity of seeing Norwich — my Love & Duty to Mother & all 
& remain Your 

dutifull & affectionate son 

J Huntington 
Hon ble Jabez Huntinstos. 

And so on that bright Sunday afternoon in early spring the 
great fleet bearing the entire British army of occupation, to- 
gether with eleven hundred loyalists, sailed down our beauti- 
ful harbor as far as Nantasket Road, where the vessels lin- 
gered for ten days longer, before they finally weighed anchor 
and stood out to sea. 

Rev. Dr. Lucius R. Paige said that had he not been dis- 
abled by bodily indisposition, he would have attended the 
March meeting. He was the more anxious to be present at that 
time because it was so near the anniversary of the commence- 
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ment of that terrible witchcraft excitement which convulsed 
the community two hundred years ago, and he desired to ex- 
hibit a book which may have had some influence upon that 
excitement. He had long possessed a volume of Rev. William 
Perkins's works containing much concerning witchcraft, the 
proper method of detecting it, and the penalty which it de- 
served. On the titlepage of the volume is this inscription : 
"The Gift of Deacon Rob' Sanderson to Saml 1 Parris March 1, 
1691-2." Whether or not this book rendered any aid to Mr. 
Parris as a guide or stimulus or check, is questionable ; but 
there cannot be much doubt concerning the good Deacon's 
intention in its presentation. 1 

Dr. Paige also referred to a statement of our former associ- 
ate, the Hon. Richard Frothingham, quoted by Vice-President 
Adams in his paper concerning the " Genesis of the Massachu- 
setts Town," that " the Charlestown town-records contain the 
earliest entry ever made in any Massachusetts town-book indi- 
cating the formation of a board of selectmen." Although I 
should hesitate to express a doubt of Mr. Frothingham's accu- 
racy in regard to almost any other historical fact, in this case 
his assumption of priority is certainly unfounded. In his 
communication to the Antiquarian Society and in his " History 
of Charlestown," he says that townsmen or selectmen were 
elected in Charlestown Feb. 10, 1634-5. But a similar board 
of officers was elected in Cambridge one week earlier ; namely, 
Feb. 3, 1634-5. Under that date it is recorded that — 

" At a general meeting of the whole town, it was agreed upon by a 
joint consent that seven men should be chosen to do the whole busi- 
ness of the town, and so to continue until the first Monday in Novem- 
ber next, and until new be chosen in their room ; so there was then 
elected and chosen John Haynes, Esq., Mr. Symon Bradstreet, John 
Taylcott, William Westwood, John White, William Wadsworth ; James 
Olmsted, Constable. 

" It is further ordered, by a joint consent, [that] whatsoever these 
Townsmen, thus chosen, shall do, in the compass of their time, shall 
stand in as full force as if the whole town did the same, either for 
making of new orders or altering of old ones. 

" Further, it is ordered, that whatsoever person they shall send for, 

1 Robert Sanderson was elected a deacon of the First Church Feb. 14, 1668-9, 
and died Oct. 7, 1693. See History of the First Church, p. 328 ; History of the 
Old South Church, vol. i. p. 49 n. ; 5 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. v. p. 385. 
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to help in any business, and he shall refuse to come, they shall have 
power to lay a fine upon him, and to gather [it]. 

" Further, it is ordered, that they shall have one to attend upon them, 
to employ about any business, at a public charge. 

" Further, it is ordered, that they shall meet every first Monday in a 
month, at [worn qff~\ in the afternoon, according to the former [worn 

of}" 1 

Dr. Paige then said that he could not command any lan- 
guage which would adequately express his appreciation of 
the kindness to himself expressed by this Society at its last 
meeting. He would attempt nothing more than to acknowl- 
edge his profound gratitude for the assurance that during his 
long life, though laboring under many disadvantages, he had 
secured and still retained the approbation and regard of such 
a group of associates. 

Rev. Dr. Samuel E. Herrick presented a copy of " Memo- 
ria Technica : or, a New Method of Artificial Memory, applied 
to and exemplified in Chronology, History, Geography, Astron- 
omy," which he had picked up in a very ragged condition in a 
bookstall on Cornhill, and had had repaired and rebound. It 
has on the titlepage the autograph of Robt. Clive, with the 
date 1741, and must have been in the possession of Lord 
Clive while he was a school-boy, and perhaps after he went 
to India. 

Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., said : — 

I take this opportunity of communicating a letter, in an un- 
known hand and without signature, addressed to Gov. John 
Winthrop, Jr., in November, 1659, and indorsed by him, "Copy 
of Cap' Peverel's letter of greeting." This word " greeting " 
was evidently used in the sense of lamentation, as the letter 
is a sort of graphic jeremiad over the disturbed condition of 
England, the feuds prevailing in the Parliamentary party, and 
the rivalry between Monk and Lambert, the writer intimating 
that many good people are so much alarmed at the state of 
affairs as to wish themselves in New England. I find no other 
reference to this Captain Peverel among the Winthrop papers, 
and shall be grateful to any one who can help me to identify 
him. Sir Walter Scott has not accustomed us to associate this 

1 History of Cambridge, p. 21. 
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surname with Roundhead officers, one of whom he certainly 
was, as well as an entertaining correspondent. The letter is 
written on a sheet of foolscap, and was probably accompanied 
by a note of explanation which is now missing. The handwrit- 
ing is not that of Hugh Peter, Fitz-John Winthrop, William 
Hooke, or Sir Kenelm Digby, the persons in England with whom 
John Winthrop, Jr., habitually corresponded at this period. I 
incline to think the friend who sent it was John Maidston, 
some time an officer of the House of Commons, and a connec- 
tion of the Winthrops through the Cloptons. A letter from him 
to John Winthrop, Jr., written in March, 1659-60, describes 
at great length the state of affairs in England for some years 
back, and gives an interesting account of the character of both 
Oliver and Richard Cromwell. It was long ago printed by us 
in 3 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. pp. 185-198 ; and there is a some- 
what inaccurate version of it in Birch's Collection of Thurloe's 
State Papers, vol. i. pp. 763-768. The original letter (the 
only one from Maidston among the Winthrop papers) was 
loaned to Governor Trumbull during the Revolutionary War, 
and was found among the Trumbull papers which came into 
our possession in 1794. It perished in the conflagration which 
destroyed so much valuable property of this Society in 1825, 
and I cannot therefore compare the handwriting with that of 
this Peverel letter. 

To the Worshipful! John Winthrop, Esquire, Governour of 
Gonetticott Colony. 

Things runne in extreame passion. Selfe intrest (although strongly 
denyed) hath held the helme so long that now the Commonwealth is 
in danger of the Northern lands. For, since the suppression of S? 
George Boothes insurrection, which did heave at all & had greately in- 
dangered the whole but that his fellow gamesters brought not in their 
stakes, another hydious head appeared (in the Parliament account) & 
they endeavouring to smite off 9 of the cheife officers of the Army, as 
Lambert, Disberow, &c, the Army gave them such a purge as carryed 
bowells and all along with it. But the Parliament hath left such bones 
of contention behinde them in 3 acts. One is y' none shall pay any 
money into y e publique but what was payable since the yeare 1640, 
upon payne of treason. Another, to make a septarchie of the generall- 
ship betwixt Fleetwood, Overton, Ludlow, Morley, Walton, Haslerig 
and Monke. The other was the displacing of the nine officers; y' 
Achitophill himselfe could not finde a meane betwixt arbitrary power & 
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destruction. But Monke is discontented (and we say he is a Caviliere) 
and hath drawn to the borders of England most of the forces of Scot- 
land w'. h him, declaring for the late Parliament (we say a Parliament 
indefinite), and hath casheered & imprisoned an hundred Annabaptist 
officers (we say honest officers), and put up deboist men in their roome. 
A miracle it was that Booth had not carryed all before him against 
Parliament and Army both ; a greater (if miracles have degrees) y' 
London had not been made like Munster at the interuption of the late 
Parliament ; & a greater it must be to reconcile Mouke & Lambert, 
who are preparing one against an other w 1 ! 1 such heate of spirit, y* if the 
frosty wether do not alay in nothing but destruction will do it. New 
Castle is sought after by either side, & he that first possesseth it will 
have the warmest quarters. The Army (and Committee of Safety in 
England) hopes to bring the warre into Scotland, they of Scotland into 
England, the Caviliers into both, & are perswaded that the King of 
Scots, who is now at Madrid, will be ready by Jannuary next w* a for- 
midable force in Scotland : so that some amongst us feare Popery, some 
Annabaptisme, some persecuting Presbuterianisme. Really, S r , here is 
so horrible a distraction in mens minds, and contrariety of factions and 
affections, y* poetrie it selfe cannot feigne any thing y' can goe higher, 
so that many good people wish themselves in New England. If I 
should give you the particculars since Aprill last, it would weary and 
greive you to read them, y' the English nation should seeme to be let 
loose out of Bedlum. The Currantors will informe you who are y* 
23 men of the Committees of Safety, in whose hands (if in any par- 
ticular) y e governement is placed. To y m it will (or must) be made 
obey. Some men are to have the late dissolved Parliament called 
againe as the onely expedient, but such blockes are in y e way y* it 
seemes difficult. By the end of the next sommer you will see England 
much changed, for the better or worse. 1 

Mr. Justin Winsor presented a photographic copy of the 
map of the territory northwest of the Ohio, made by John 
Fitch, whose name is associated with the beginning of steam 
navigation in this country. This map, dated in 1785, was cut 
in copper by Fitch himself, in a crude, amateurish way, and 
the impressions were made on a rude press which he con- 
structed for the purpose. After this he peddled the copies 
through the Ohio Valley, where he lived. In the making of 
it he had the countenance of Hutchins, the official geographer 
of the United States at that time. 

1 Immediately after the concluding sentence the words " y e 11 of October " 
are stricken out, and "8 day of November" substituted. 
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When Professor Ebeling gathered his books and maps at 
the end of the last century, he secured this map, and it came 
with his collection to Harvard College Library in 1818. If I 
had not been often taught to say that nothing is " unique," 
I should venture to use that word now. I at least know of 
no other copy. The British Museum does not possess one ; 
and Mr. C. C. Baldwin, of Cleveland, who has written on the 
geographical history of Ohio, has collected, during the last 
thirty years, the most extensive gathering of maps illustrating 
that subject, from the earliest period of mapping the Ohio 
River and the basin of the Great Lakes, and Mr. Baldwin tells 
me he has never seen the map. The late Col. Charles Whit- 
tlesey, in a little memoir of Fitch, speaks of the map, and 
gives a brief description of it ; but I do not know what copy 
he had seen, if, indeed, his description implies the seeing of 
one. 

Recently there has come up in Ohio a question as to the 
locality of "Standing Stone," which is mentioned in old deeds 
and other documents, and neither Mr. Baldwin nor any other 
could decide the position of this " Standing Stone." I think 
the matter pertains to county lines, and is before the courts. 
I was addressed to settle the question if I could ; and I found 
the name, and a minute indication of the " Stone," in this 
map, on an affluent of the Muskingum River, in the southeast 
corner of the State. I sent a sketch of this part of the map, 
and in return got a request for a photograph of the entire map. 
With this request I complied, and I have had an extra impres- 
sion made, which I now give to the Society. 

It is somewhat smaller than the original, but the reduction 
does not obscure any legend upon it. There are two points in 
the map — one political, and the other geographical — which 
are worth noticing. Jefferson's Ordinance of 1784 provided 
for the marking out of several new States in this region, and 
he applied some fanciful names to these political divisions. 
The project was not consummated, and this map shows the 
proposed bounds of these prospective States. The other point 
is the bad mapping of Lake Superior, which is very much 
inferior to that of the Jesuit map of the lake published in 
Paris in 1671. It proves that Hutchins, who of all Americans 
should have known of that Jesuit map, was wholly ignorant 
of it, as was probably every one, then and for some years 
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afterward, of some of the best work in cartographical labors 
done in this western country by the early French traders and 
missionaries. 

The business of the Annual Meeting was then taken 
up, and Mr. Roger Wolcott submitted the report of the 
Council. 

Report of the Council. 

The year now ended opened with two vacancies in our list of 
Resident Members. This number has been increased to four 
during the year by the death of Augustus Thorndike Perkins 
and of James Russell Lowell, — the one a cultivated and ac- 
complished gentleman, whose presence possessed singular at- 
traction through its characteristic trait of manly courtesy ; 
the other easily taking rank among the foremost men ol letters 
of the world, and not less worthy to be held in honorable mem- 
ory because of his pure and burning patriotism. There have 
been elected as Resident Members, Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Jr., Henry Pickering Walcott, and John Fiske. We thus 
enter upon the new year with but one vacancy in our roll of 
Resident Membership. 

Of Corresponding Members we have lost by death the fol- 
lowing : Benson J. Lossing, Lyman C. Draper, Richard Henry 
Major, Edmond de Pressense", Thomas B. Akins, Benjamin 
Scott, Thomas Hill, E. Edwards Beardsley, John Gilmary 
Shea, George W. Cullum. 

Of our Honorary Members we have lost since our last 
monthly meeting, Edward A. Freeman. 

No action has been taken during the year to make good 
these losses, partly, perhaps, through the feeling that in the 
past the Society has unduly extended the list of Correspond- 
ing Members, and the resolve that in the future the honor of 
membership should be more restricted. 

On the motion of one of its members the Council has given 
much thought to devising some more systematic method to 
govern the presentation to the Society of candidates for elec- 
tion. It was felt that the selection of one among the many 
whose names appear upon our nominating-list — most or all 
of whom are presumably possessed of sufficient qualifications 
for membership — had been occasionally determined by chance 
or friendship, and a natural unwillingness to oppose the wish 
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of others. It was to eliminate so far as possible this personal 
or accidental element, and to make certain that every nomi- 
nation hereafter made by the Council shall have been carefully 
considered from various points of view, and shall bear some 
definite relation to previous and subsequent nominations, that 
the Council adopted the report of a sub-committee on the sub- 
ject, which was afterward communicated to the Society and 
received its approval. It is therefore necessary only to refer 
to its substance here. While recognizing that pre-eminent 
fitness may at any time justify an exception to the method it 
prescribes, and disclaiming any wish to fetter by hard and fast 
rules the action of Council or Society, the report provides that 
in October of each year a sub-committee of the Council shall 
consider and report a list of ten names as candidates ; that these 
names, as vacancies occur, shall be acted upon by the Council 
in the order in which they stand, except for cause shown, and 
that in the decision both of sub-committee and of Council the 
determining considerations shall be, first (but to a limited degree 
only), locality of residence within the State, so that the So- 
ciety may not cease to be a Massachusetts Society ; secondly, 
the possession of historical acquirements, so that the Society 
may not cease to be an Historical Society ; and, thirdly (but 
again within strict limits), the recognition justly due to broad 
and liberal culture, generous public spirit, and to such social 
or official standing as may be won by adequate talents wor- 
thily employed. It should not be impossible for Msecsenas to 
win an occasional smile from Clio as well as from other of the 
sisterhood. 

The Council ventures to call attention to what appears to be 
the growing custom of members to submit communications at 
our monthly meetings without reading them, and with only a 
request that they appear in the printed Proceedings. This 
may sometimes be necessary where long monographs are pre- 
sented, or papers bristling with lists of names or figures, and 
such papers are often of the greatest value ; but even in these 
cases an abstract might often be presented orally which should 
bring the subject vividly before the attention of the Society, 
and would very frequently be the means of throwing new 
illumination upon it through discussion and suggestion. To 
enrich posterity by contributions of permanent historical value, 
is without doubt one of the purposes for which the Society 
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exists; but the Council deems that a duty of equal obligation 
rests upon officers and members alike to neglect no effort to 
make our monthly meetings so vitally interesting as to compel 
a large attendance. 

The Council would say a word to correct an impression 
which may exist among our own members or elsewhere that 
the funds of the Society are amply sufficient for all its pur- 
poses. This is certainly not the case. It is not difficult to 
see many directions in which larger funds might be wisely 
expended, and are indeed imperatively needed if the Society 
is to continue to be the principal depository of historical ma- 
terial in New England, and the foremost agency in preserving 
it and in rendering it available for future historical students. 
With the present means at our disposal this material cannot 
be made most easily accessible ; it cannot receive by purchase 
such liberal and necessary additions as are from time to time 
offered at public sale, and which we have long been perforce 
content to see borne off by individuals or other libraries. Ex- 
cept by gift we can hope to increase but very slowly our col- 
lection of manuscripts, which from their inestimable value 
as sources of history, and from their unique and perishable 
character, it should be pre-eminently the duty of an historical 
society to collect and preserve ; nor can we hope to accom- 
plish much in carrying out the excellent suggestion embodied 
in last year's report of the Committee on the Library and 
Cabinet, that from time to time uniform copies should be 
made of valuable unprinted manuscripts wherever they exist, 
with the purpose both of preserving the originals from wear 
and tear and of facilitating reference to the copies. For these 
and many other purposes more ample funds are much needed. 

The publications of the Society since our last annual meeting 
have been as follows : — 

Proceedings, 2d series, Vol. VI., 1890, 1891. 
Also a serial number of the same volume (April and May, 1891), 
and two of Vol. VII., 2d series (October, 1891, to February, 1892). 

The following have been the publications of members of the 
Society : — 

History of Braintree, Massachusetts (1639-1708), the North Pre- 
cinct of Braintree (1708-1792), and the Town of Quincy (1792-1889). 
By Charles Francis Adams. 
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Positive Pedigrees and Authorized Arms of New England. By 
William S. Appleton. 

The Family of Merriam of Massachusetts. By William S. Appleton. 

Three Essays on the History, Religion, and Art of Ancient Egypt. 
By Martin Brimmer. 

Laws of the United States relating to Currency, Finance, and Bank- 
ing, from 1789 to 1891. Compiled by Charles F. Dunbar. 

Recollections and Impressions, 1822-1890. By Octavius B. Froth- 
ingham. 

The Present and Future of Harvard College. Address delivered 
before the Phi Beta Kappa Society at Cambridge, Mass., 25 June, 
1891. By William W. Goodwin. 

Groton Historical Series : Nos. II. to VI. of Vol. III. By Samuel 
A. Green. 

An Account of the Lawyers of Groton, Massachusetts. With an 
Appendix. By Samuel A. Green. 

The Story of Massachusetts. By Edward Everett Hale. [The 
Story of the States, Vol. VIII. Edited by Elbridge S. Brooks.] 

Richard Henry Dana. By Hamilton A. Hill. 

Charles Devens, Henry M. Dexter, Eldward I. Thomas. By George 
F. Hoar. 

Government in Canada and the United States compared. By George 
F. Hoar. 

Will of Charles Hoare, of Gloucester, England. With Notes by 
George F. Hoar. 

Historic Towns : Boston. By Henry Cabot Lodge. Edited by 
Edward A. Freeman. 

Speeches by Henry Cabot Lodge. 

American Statesmen Series. Edited by John T. Morse, Jr. Lewis 
Cass. By Andrew C. McLaughlin. 

The Public Libraries of Massachusetts. By Henry S. Nourse. 

The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri. Translated by Charles 
Eliot Norton. Vols. I., II. 

Internal Token of Authorship in the Fourth Gospel. By Andrew 
P. Peabody. 

The Life and Times of Plato. By Andrew P. Peabody. 

Slavery as it appeared to a Northern Man in 1844. By Andrew P. 
Peabody. 

American Commonwealths. Edited by Horace E. Scudder. Ver- 
mont: a Study of Independence. By Rowland E. Robinson. 

Diocese of Massachusetts : the Enrichment of its Library. By Ed- 
mund F. Slafter. 

Christopher Columbus, and how he received and imparted the Spirit 
of Discovery. By Justin Winsor. 

Roger Wolcott, 
Senior Member at Large of the Council 
47 
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In the absence of Mr. James M. Bugbee, Chairman of the 
Committee to examine the Library and Cabinet, Mr. Henry 
W. Haynes read their report: — 

Report of the Committee on the Library and Cabinet. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Library and 
Cabinet have attended to that duty and submit the following 
report : — 

The provision of the By-Laws under which this report is 
made went into operation for the first time in 1889. In the 
three reports presented since that date, a number of valuable 
recommendations and suggestions have been made with a view 
to enlai - ging and making more accessible the collections of 
the Society. The ground has been so fully covered that this 
Committee find little to add to what has already been offered. 

The Librarian has shown excellent judgment in the use of 
the small amount of money placed at his disposal for purchas- 
ing books, completing sets of documents and files of news- 
papers, and repairing and binding volumes which could not 
be used without danger of becoming mutilated. He would be 
glad to do more, especially in the way of binding the complete 
files of newspapers, and repairing the broken bindings of old 
volumes, as soon as an appropriation of money can be made 
for that purpose. 

The suggestion offered by the Committee of last year, that 
our valuable collection of manuscripts should be more care- 
fully preserved, and made more accessible to members of the 
Society and others interested in historical studies, seems to this 
Committee well worth repeating. Something, it is true, has 
been accomplished during the past year towards making this 
collection better known and more convenient for reference ; 
but much remains to be done. 

A fairly good card catalogue of the manuscripts, and of their 
contents, has recently been completed. The Trumbull papers, 
which are among the most important of our collections, have 
been substantially calendared and indexed ; and it is under- 
stood that the original papers are all to be printed as the 
means for so doing are available. The calendar of the Picker- 
ing papers has been completed, and would, if printed, make 
two large volumes with double columns. 
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Of the other manuscripts in the Society's collections, it is 
said by those who hive examined them that there are prob- 
ably none that are suitable to be calendared. But some of 
them, at least, are nat in such a state as to be used for fre- 
quent reference without injury. All manuscripts in that con- 
dition should be copisd ; and it seems to your Committee that 
there is no object to which the available funds of the Society 
could be more useful y applied. 

The Committee take pleasure in commending the general 
administration of the Library and the Cabinet, and in recog- 
nizing the great obligations of the Society to Dr. Samuel A. 
Green and Dr. Fitch Edward Oliver for their long, valuable, 
and disinterested services. The Librarian's assistants, Mr. 
Julius H. Tuttle and Mr. Alfred B. Page, are also entitled to 
commendation for the faithful and efficient performance of 
their duties. 

James M. Bugbee. 

A. Lawrence Lowell. 

Henry W. Haynes. 

Boston, April 14, 1892. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, Librarian, submitted his report as 

follows : — 

Report of the Librarian. 

During the past jear there have been added to the Li- 
brary : — 

Books 549 

Pamphlets 1,485 

Unbound volumes of newspapers ....... 22 

Broadsides 100 

Maps 8 

Volumes of manuscripts 4 

Manuscripts 96 

In all 2,264 

Of the books added, 438 have been given, 109 bought, and 
2 obtained by exchange. Of the pamphlets added, 1,311 have 
been given, 168 bought, and 6 procured by exchange. 

From the income of the Savage Fund, there have been 
bought 109 volumes and 168 pamphlets;- and 21 volumes 
have been bound at the charge of the same fund. 
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From the income of the William Winthrop Fund, 56 vol- 
umes have been bound. 

Of the books added to the Rebellion Department, 26 have 
been given and 41 bought ; and of the pamphlets added, 32 
have been given and 22 bought. There are now in this col- 
lection, 1,923 volumes, 4,594 pamphlets, 787 broadsides, and 
105 maps. 

In the collection of manuscripts there are 742 volumes, 161 
unbound volumes, 75 pamphlets with manuscript notes, and 
7,113 manuscripts. 

The Library contains at the present time about 35,700 
volumes, including the files of bound newspapers, the bound 
manuscripts, and the Dowse Collection. The number of 
pamphlets, including duplicates, is 92,630 ; and the number 
of broadsides, including duplicates, is 3,626. 

During the year there have been taken out, 73 books and 
7 pamphlets, and all have been returned. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

Boston, April 14, 1892. 

Dr. Fitch Edward Oliver, Cabinet-keeper, read his 
annual report: — 

Report of the Cabinet-keeper. 

The Cabinet-keeper begs respectfully to report that the fol- 
lowing articles, a detailed list of which is given below, have 
been presented to the Cabinet during the past year : — 

Twenty-one photographs. 

Several heliotypes, comprising a collection of views in Dedham. 

A treasurer's note of the State of Massachusetts Bay for £15, dated 
June 1, 1779, in payment of a prize of the Massachusetts State Lot- 
tery, — Class the Third. 

Three engravings. 

Copies of three Dutch medals. 

Two lithographs. 

One albertype. 

Three autotypes. 

One carved wooden goblet. 

One pike-head, said to have been picked up on one of the battlefields 
after the late Civil War. 
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The detailed list is as follows : — 

A photograph by Baldwin Coolidge, in 1888, of an interior view of 
the Webster House, Marshfield, showing articles supposed once to be- 
long to Peregrine White. Given by Baldwin Coolidge. 

A photograph of the antlers of a moose, taken from those owned by 
the Society, by Baldwin Coolidge, April, 1891. Given by Baldwin 
Coolidge. 

Eighteen photographic views taken in Salem by the Moulton Erick- 
son Company. Given by the Essex Institute. 

A collection of heliotype views from photographs taken in Dedham 
in the spring of 1891. Given by Donald Kamsay. 

A heliotype of the fireplace in the library of the Dedham Historical 
Society, from a photograph taken in September, 1891. Given by the 
Dedham Historical Society. 

A heliotype of Marquis de Lafayette. Given by Dr. Samuel A. 
Green. 

A photograph of an oil painting of Jonathan Belcher in the Society's 
Library, taken by J. W. Black, Sept. 24, 1891. Given by J. Wells. 

A treasurer's note of the State of Massachusetts Bay for £15, in 
payment of a prize of the Massachusetts State Lottery, Class the Third, 
dated June 1, 1779. Given by William Henry Smith. 

A half-tone picture of Robert Bailey Thomas, made for the centen- 
nial number of the "Old Farmer's Almanac" for 1892, from a painting 
in the possession of the American Antiquarian Society, 1891. Given 
by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A pike-head found on a battlefield. Given by Dr. Robert Battey, of 
Rome, Georgia. 

An engraving of Robert Bennet Forbes, by J. A. J. Wilcox. Given 
by J. Murray Forbes. 

Copies of three Dutch medals struck to commemorate the Indepen- 
dence of the United States, 1782, and the Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigation with the Netherlands signed the same year. Given by 
Samuel R. Thayer, American Minister at the Hague. 

A lithographic view of the residence of Stephen Robbins in Lex- 
ington, and a woodcut of the " Follen Church " and residence of Dr. 
Charles Follen. Given by Miss Ellen Adelia Stone. 

An albertype of Augustus P. Martin, by the Forbes Company, Bos- 
ton. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Three autotypes made in New York, 1891, — two of Ebenezer and 
Mrs. Hazard, after portraits by Du Vivier in 1796, in possession of 
the family; and one of Mr. Hazard, after a portrait painted in 1816. 
Given by Willis Pope Hazard, Westchester, Pennsylvania. 

A lithographic view of the United States Frigate " Constitution," 
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by James Kidder, after a drawing by William Marsh, Jr. Given by 
Miss Ellen Adelia Stone. 

A carved wooden goblet. Bequeathed by Dr. Buckminster Brown. 

Engravings of Rev. Joseph Sewall and Rev. George W. Blagden. 
Given by Hamilton A. Hill. 

It may be added that there is nothing in the present condi- 
tion of the Cabinet that requires special notice. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Fitch Edward Oliver, Cabinet-keeper. 

Bostok, April 14, 1892. 

The reports of the Treasurer and the Auditing Committee 
were submitted in print. They are as follows : — 

Report of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-Laws, Chap- 
ter VII., Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits his 
Annual Report, made up to March 31, 1892. 

The special funds held by him are the same as they were at 
the date of his last Annual Report. They are eleven in num- 
ber, and are as follows : — 

I. The Appleton Fund, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by a gift to the Society, from Nathan Appleton, William Ap- 
pleton, and Nathaniel I. Bowditch, trustees under the will of 
the late Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value of 
ten thousand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold 
for $12,203, at which sum the fund now stands. The income 
is applicable to " the procuring, preserving, preparation, and 
publication of historical papers." 

II. The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at $10,000. This 
fund originated in a gift of two thousand dollars from the late 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from our late associate, Mr. Nathaniel 
Thayer. The income must be appropriated in accordance 
with the directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust in the 
printed Proceedings for November, 1855. 
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III. The Dowse Fund, which was given to the Society 
by George Livermore and Eben. Dale, executors of the will of 
the late Thomas Dowse, April 9, 1857, for the " safe keeping " 
of the Dowse Library. It amounts to $10,000. 

IV. The Peabody Fund, which was presented by the 
late George Peabody, in a letter dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now 
stands at $22,123. The income is available only for the pub- 
lication and illustration of the Society's Proceedings and Me- 
moirs, and for the preservation of the Society's Historical 
Portraits. 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest from the late 
Hon. James Savage, received in June, 1873, and now stands 
on the books at the sum of $6,000. The income is to be used 
for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Erastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recog- 
nition of her father's interest in the work of the Society. The 
original sum was one thousand dollars ; but the interest up to 
this date having been added to the principal, it now stands at 
$1,861.28. There is no restriction as to the use to be made 
of this fund. 

VII. The William Winthrop Fund, which amounts to 
the sum of $3,000, and was received Oct. 13, 1882, under the 
will of the late William Winthrop, for many years a Corre- 
sponding Member of the Society. The income is to be applied 
" to the binding for better preservation of the valuable manu- 
scripts and books appertaining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Frothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 
the widow of our late Treasurer, of a certificate of twenty 
shares in the Union Stock Yard and Transit Co., of Chicago, 
of the par value of $100 each, and of the stereotype plates 
of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege of Boston," " Life of Joseph 
Warren," and " Rise of the Republic." The fund stands on 
the Treasurer's books at $3,000, exclusive of the copyright. 
There are no restrictions on the uses to which the income may 
be applied. 

IX. The General Fund, which now amounts to $8,000. 
It represents the following gifts and payments to the Society : 

1. A gift of two thousand dollars from the residuary estate 
of the late Mary Prince Townsend, by the executors of her 
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will, William Minot and William Minot, Jr., in recognition of 
which, by a vote of the Society, passed June 13, 1861, the 
Treasurer was " directed to make and keep a special entry in 
his account books of this contribution as the donation of Miss 
Mary P. Townsend." 

2. A legacy of two thousand dollars from the late Henry 
Harris, received in July, 1867. 

3. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late George 
Bemis, received in March, 1879. 

4. A gift of one hundred dollars from the late Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, received in April, 1881. 

5. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late Williams 
Latham, received in May, 1884. 

6. A bequest of five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light and 
Coke Co. from our late Recording Secretary, George Dexter, 
received in June, 1884. 

7. Six commutation fees of one hundred and fifty dollars 
each. 

X. The Anonymous Fund, which originated in a gift of 
$1,000 to the Society in April, 1887, communicated in a letter 
to the Treasurer printed in the Proceedings (2d series, vol. iii. 
pp. 277, 278). A further gift of $250 was received from the 
same generous friend in April, 1888. The income up to the 
present time has been added to the principal. The fund now 
stands at $1,611.10. 

XI. The William Amory Fund, which was a gift of 
$3,000, under the will of our associate, the late William 
Amory, received Jan. 7, 1889. There are no restrictions on 
the uses to which the income may be applied. 

The Treasurer also holds a deposit book in the Five Cent 
Savings Bank for $100 and interest, which is applicable to the 
care and preservation of the beautiful model of the Brattle 
Street Church, deposited with us in April, 1877. 

It should not be forgotten that besides the gifts and bequests 
represented by these funds, which the Treasurer is required to 
take notice of in his Annual Report, numerous gifts have been 
made to the Society from time to time, and expended for the 
purchase of the real estate, or in promoting the objects for 
which the Society was organized. A detailed account of these 
gifts was included in the Annual Report of the Treasurer, 
dated March 31, 1887, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
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vol. iii. pp. 291-296) ; and in the list of the givers there enu- 
merated will be found the names of many honored associates, 
living or departed, and of other gentlemen, not members of 
the Society, who were interested in the promotion of historical 
studies. They gave liberally in the day of small things ; and 
to them the Society is largely indebted for its present prosper- 
ity and usefulness. 

During the year the seven per cent bonds of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company, to the amount of $21,000, which 
had been held for the Peabody Fund since 1874, matured and 
were paid off. As the rate of income which can be derived 
from any securities such as this Society can safely hold has 
very much declined since that time, it has been thought best 
to merge with the general investments held for our various 
funds, the securities bought for reinvestment, and to credit, in 
future, to the Income of the Peabody Fund its proportional 
part of the Consolidated Income. 

Since the mortgage on the Society's building was finally ex- 
tinguished in July, 1886, the Treasurer has been able to con- 
tinue without interruption the reinvestment of the funds which 
had been temporarily invested in the building. The amount 
thus invested is $9,964.17, against $16,990.94 last year, a re- 
duction of $7,026.77 during the year. The investments stand 
on the books at $70,831.21, their actual cost ; but when the 
whole sum has been reinvested, it will be the duty of whoever 
may then be Treasurer to charge off from time to time a suffi- 
cient sum to reduce all stocks and bonds to their par value, 
with a view to the gradual increase of the income apportioned 
to each fund. The amount applied to the reinvestment of our 
permanent funds has been considerably increased by the cir- 
cumstance that the largest part of the bills for printing the 
Collections and Proceedings will not be due until some time 
in the next financial year ; but it is not probable that there will 
be on this account any reduction next year in the amount 
usually available for reinvestment. 

The stocks and bonds held by the Treasurer are as follows : 
$10,000 in the five per cent mortgage bonds of the Chicago 
and West Michigan Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the four per cent 
bonds of the Rio Grande Western Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the 
four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy 
Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the five per cent gold bonds of the 

48 
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Cincinnati, Dayton, and Ironton Railroad Co. ; $ 5,000 in the 
four per cent general mortgage bonds of the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa Fe' Railroad Co., and $3,000 in the income bonds of 
the same corporation ; $1,000 in a five per cent collateral trust 
bond of the Chicago Junction Railways and Union Stock 
Yard Co. ; fifty shares in the Merchants' National Bank of 
Boston ; fifty shares in the State National Bank of Boston ; 
fifty shares in the National Bank of Commerce of Boston ; 
thirty-eight shares in the National Union Bank of Boston ; six- 
teen shares in the Columbian National Bank of Boston ; 
five shares in the Second National Bank of Boston ; twenty- 
five shares in the Boston and Albany Railroad Co. ; twenty-five 
shares in the Old Colony Railroad Co. ; five shares in the Cin- 
cinnati Gas Light and Coke Co. ; five shares in the Cincinnati 
Electric Light Co. (of a par value of $5 each) ; and one share 
in the Boston Real Estate Trust (of the par value of $1,000). 
The following abstracts and the trial balance show the pres- 
ent condition of the several accounts : — 



CASH ACCOUNT. 



1891. 



DEBITS. 



March 31. To balance on hand $185.27 

1892. 

March 31. To receipts as follows : — 

General Account 10,909.87 

Investments 22,493.00 

Consolidated Income 2,630.38 

Income of Peabody Fund 1,672.49 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 19.60 

.$37,910.61 

March 81. To balance brought down $625.00 

IQQO CREDITS. 

March 81. By payments as follows : — 

Investments $29,682.89 

Income of Peabody Fund 820.40 

Income of Savage Fund 392.93 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 105.55 

Income of Appleton Fund 1,022.25 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund . . 81.58 

Income of General Fund 1,359.00 

Consolidated Income 148.41 

General Account 3,672.60 

By balance on hand 625.00 

$37,910.61 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

1891. DEBITS - 

March 31. To balance brought forw ard $1,458.28 

1892. 

March 31. To sundry payments : — 

Salaries of Librarian's Assistants 2,600.00 

Repairing roof and walls 179.13 

Printing, stationery, and postage 216 21 

Fuel and light 189.79 

Care of fire, etc 315.74 

Miscellaneous expenses and repairs 171.73 

Consolidated Income 822.89 

Building Account 7,026.77 

$12,980.54 

March 31. To balance brought down $1,492.59 

1892. CEED1TS. 

March 31. By sundry receipts : — 

Bent of Building $9,000.00 

Interest 30.97 

Income of Dowse Fund 502.46 

Admission Fees 50.00 

Assessments 1,020.00 

Sales of publications 884.52 

By balance to new account 1,492.59 

$12,980.54 
Income of Appleton Fund. 

1892. DEBlm 

March 31. To amount paid for editing Collections $1,000.00 

„ forheliotype 22.25 

„ balance carried forward 1,889.66 

$2,911.90 

1891. 0EEDIT8 - 

March 31. By balance brought forward $2,298.75 

1892. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 613.15 

$2,9-11.90 

March 31. By balance brought down . $1,889.65 

Income of William Winthrop Fund. 

1892. DEBITS - 

March 31. To amount paid for binding $105.55 

„ balance carried forward 83.77 

$189.32 
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1 oq-j VKJSU1XS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $38.58 

1892. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 150.74 

$189.32 



March 81. By balance brought down $83.77 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund. 

1891. DEBITS - 

March 31. To balance brought down $587.58 

1892. 
March 31. „ amount paid for printing 81.58 

06 



March 31. To balance brought down $166.70 

CREDITS. 

1892. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $ 502.46 

„ balance carried forward 166.70 

$669.16 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund. 

■taai CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $1,257.01 

1892. 

March 31. „ copyright received 19.60 

„ proportion of consolidated income 150.74 

$1,427.35 



March 31. By amount brought down $1,427.35 

Income of Dowse Fund. 



1892.' 



DEBITS. 



March 31. To amount placed to credit of General Account .... $502.46 



logo CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $502.46 



Income of Peabody Fund. 
1891 DEBITS. 

March 31. To balance brought forward $3,545.13 

1892. 
March 31. „ amount paid for printing and binding ...... 798.40 

repairs of paintings 22.00 

$4,365.53 



» « f* 



March 31. To balance brought down $2,328.02 
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logo CREDITS. 

March 31. By interest on railroad bonds $1,344.74 

„ interest from Savings Bank 327.75 

„ proportion of consolidated income 365.02 

„ balance carried forward 2,328.02 

$4,365.53 

Income of General Fund. 

1892. DEB1TS - 

March 31. To amount paid for editing Proceedings $1,000.00 

„ ,, ,, „ printing 335.00 

„ „ „ „ heliotyping 24.00 

„ balance carried forward 693.16 

$2,052.16 



1891. CEEDIT8 - 

March 31. By amount brought forward $1,650.20 

1892. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 401.96 

$2,052.16 

March 31. By balance brought down $693.16 

Income of Savage Fund. 

1891. DEBlm 

March 31. To balance brought forward $3.02 

1892. 
March 31. „ amount paid for books 468.55 

$471.57 
March 31. To balance brought down $170.10 

1892. credits. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $301.47 

„ balance carried forward 170.10 

$471.57 
TRIAL BALANCE. ===== 

DEBITS. 

Cash $625.00 

Real Estate 103,280.19 

Investments . 70,831.21 

Income of Peabody Fund 2,328.02 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 166.70 

Income of Savage Fund 170.10 

General Account 1,492.59 

$178,893.81 
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CREDITS. 

Building Account $93,479.96 

Appleton Fund 12,203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 6,000.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 1,861.28 

William Wintlirop Fund 3,000.00 

Richard Frothingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 8,000.00 

Anonymous Fund 1,611.10 

William Amory Fund 3,000.00 

Income of Appleton Fund 1,889.65 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 83.77 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 1,427.35 

Income of General Fund 693.16 

Income of William Amory Fund 521.54 

1178,893.81 

During the year the Society has published one volume of 
Proceedings ; and about two thirds of another volume of Pro- 
ceedings are now in print. The volume will not, however, be 
ready for distribution before the autumn. A volume of Col- 
lections, comprising the Correspondence of Wait Winthrop, 
will be published in a few weeks. 

Charles C. Smith, Treasurer. 

Boston, March 31, 1892. 

Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 31, 1892, have attended to that 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and prop- 
erly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer for 
the several funds correspond with the statement in his Annual 
Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfactorily 
accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately taken 
from the Ledger. 

Abbott Lawrence, j Committee . 

Arthur Lord, ) 

Boston, April 8, 1892. 

Mr. Roger Wolcott, from the Nominating Committee, 
presented the following list of names for the several offices. 
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All of the gentlemen named were elected by ballot, by 
unanimous votes : — 

President. 
GEORGE EDWARD ELLIS. 

Vice-Presidents. 

FRANCIS PARKMAN. 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD JAMES .YOUNG. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
JUSTIN WINSOR. 

Treasurer. 
CHARLES CARD SMITH. 

Librarian. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 

Cabinet-keeper. 
FITCH EDWARD OLIVER. 

Members at Large of the Council. 

EDWARD JACKSON LOWELL. 
EDWARD GRIFFIN PORTER. 
HENRY FITCH JENKS. 
HORACE ELISHA SCUDDER. 
SOLOMON LINCOLN. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
Messrs. Roger Wolcott and Edward Bangs, retiring members 
of the Council, for their valuable services as members of that 
body. 

A new serial of the Proceedings, covering the meetings in 
December, 1891, and January and February, 1892, was ready 
for distribution at this meeting. 

After the adjournment the members and a few invited 
guests lunched with the President at his residence, 110 
Marlborough Street. 



